il. 


Two L LETTER S to 
-Þr, Benjamin Calamy, 


ONE IN 


Engliſh, the other in Latine, 


By Themas De Laune,upon his Impriſoamene 


in Newgate, for the Anſwer given at the laid Dr. (alas 
my's Call, to his Sermon enticuled, A Diſcourſe aboue 
4 Scrupulous (conſcience, in a late Piece called, wo Plea 


* for the ay Cc 


, ad I R. 
N our printed Sermon, Intituled, Serapulous 
I fl know you gave a fair Invitation to ſuch; as tg 
you, to examine what each Party (viz. Conformiſts. | 
cfirmiſe) ſay for themſelves, with reſpett: to the Ong gp 
Ceremonies which the Guides of the Church impoſe” on their 
Members, and by penal Laws. their Proteſtant. fellow 
 SubjeQs, the Nox-conformiſts. — V ithout douht,; yaur Call tc 
Tach, pee-ſuppalel's Reply, by which you expel mag d. th 
may be cither an Opportunity given to you and your Brethren, 
” tcoreQife what/c Cores Conſciences iCondeinnd or that 2 oy 
T may be ſome Relaxation procured,of the ſeverity they, unde! 
b Fr diſſent appears to bi by that olilp | 


<\6YR 


BD Jo... 
which Dr. S:#//ingflecr, and other Eminent Conformifts, 


YU did not expett an A4»/ver, or thought that none for 
fear of the AF of Uniformity, Fc. would:make any Return to 
your Call, what can a man of Reaſon judge, but that it was. a 
florid Deelamation, or a triumphant Harangue, a meex,Mock 
z enſnaring of poor ſcrupulous Conſciences, when they muſt be 
5 muzled, that they muſt not exhibit the Caufes of their 
Doubts. Sr, you know ' that 'tis unequal to gag the Reſpo-- 
dent, when the Opponent's Mouth 1s at Ifberty, or.to manacle 
the Aſſaulted, when the Ghallenger flouriſhes a menacing Sword. 
| Upon that publick Call of yours, I adventured to examine 
oi the moſt diligent ſearch Icould make) what each of the 


ards of the Spry .of Souls, - who is no ReſpeCter of Per- 


Tam oneo 


ons! and \whoſe'Example ſich as call theniſelves his Ambaſla. 
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-- dors, onght to follow, And therefore tang ſome, who-pin 
© their Faith upon Canonical Sleeves, may cenſure me, for oppo- 


leſs the love of a Priſon, influenced me to become an Anfiitr 


Religious Differences were compoſed by Evangelical Rules; and 
and that all who own the Name of Chriſt would ſerve him'with 
one Heart, and with one Soul, and not tear each other to pieces, 
which by conſequence muſt expoſe. them as a Prey to ſuch as 
gape for their DeſtruQion. 

* If the Santions of Chrift in the Old and New-Teſtament 
ought to regulate the Modes of his Worſhip, and that we-are 
under an indiſpenſible Obligation to obey that Magna Charta of 
© Heaven, then let us either quit the Name of Chri/#;ans, or att 
.» according to the ſupream Law-giver's, unrepealable Statutes, 


- » gr Pontifical Canons. 


ſent to. you, but the Meſſenger of the Preſs interrupted the pro- 
cedure, , and got me commitred to NVewyere, where I am now 
confin'd, 'Thereis nothing done, nor was intended to'be done, 
buta fair Examination of thoſe things your Sermon. invited to, 
which Thad thought. (if eſteemed Criminal) ſhould fall rather 
within the cognizance of Diwvines,. than;the men of Law ; for 
' ne thinks the Pande#s ſhould-not; be the Os of Religion, 


- 


dency to Tay 4 ecords. | rut 13-70 +metcr nd 
7 Ts ad le that laguirers ing 9 Religion will look upon.it as 


Erous Pro able to the Nature of 


the Chrifien Faith to force doubting Perſons by Pexalt, 


| quite exploding what's undeniably borrowed from the P, ompiliay 
. . Some Sheets have been printed off of what [ intended to pre- | 


ind: that Aynpny Senrgees ſhould be fo civil YI | gi ve price- | 


” 7 2 4 
5 j A 
i= 3 "f of 
AERO, | . 
N 4.4 ; $ FAIR CA 
: PP ih... \ RF a Ce id 


i 


5 Fi [4J "Z 
braee it ; for that can. never mike them good Converts, but Hy-- 


Dcrites. - May they not ſay that *tis a horrid Diſpatagement to 
The Sdfovideaging Light of the' Goſpel, if it cad op the 
g 


Mouths of Gain-ſayers, any other way than by the rigid Ex. 


ecution of ACts of State? I cannot find thar-Clirift or his Di 


Ciples ever Church-curſed or Newgated ſcrupulous Conſciences t9 


Conformity. 
-'My Confinement ts for accepting your Invitation to hear both 
fides; andT appeal to you, whether it be candid to puniſh me 


for obeying a Guide of the Church ? I look upon you (in honour) 


obliged to procure my Sheets (yet unfiniſhed) a publick Paſs- 
port, andto me my-Liberty, elſe'T muſt conclude it uafair, and 
that if the irreſiſtible Logick of Goals grows M-a-moae, it will 
make the Reformation, ſome pretend to, *ſuſpeCted to be very 
little meritorious of that Name. HE. 
Religion 1s a ſacred thing,and has beenmoſt horribly abuſed by 
ſuch as have ſuperadded their own Inventions,or thoſe Traditional 
Fopperies received from-our dereiv'd and ſuperſtitious Anceſtors. 


I am ſatisfied you, as well as Dr . Stills eek, will own (or _/ | 


there's no. debating with you) that the criptur e 15 our Onfp 
Ralevf Faith; if 1o, pray let your ſcrupulous Confſciences be 
"won to Conformity 'by that. AIl men -are not ok equal capa- 


 city£0 apprehend things doubtful; foriif they had been ſo, there 


had been; no neceffity of Preachers: ' and the methods of: Con- 
wvineing men is as plainly laid 'down in the Bible, as any thing 


there, wiz. by plam demonftrative Arguments, meek and winning 


'Perſs waſions , not the ſyllogiſms of Pri/ons,  Plovies,, &c. 

a 10S proeror fear of God, and as yon will anſwer jt 
2p our preat Lord and-Maſter-Jefus Chriſt, 'That withourreſpe& 
-40 any other end.than the good of 'Souls- (as the Profeſſion-you 


take obljges youto) that-you wonld- treat ſcrupulous Conlcien- 


"325; 35700 would be thealt withal: your ſelf, Tf they havepe 
Reatarfor their Difſent, -and will <ithoutHround lr Tres 
| "-10NMments 


ſonments with all the ning Coneomitants of ſo diſmal a Car- 
cumftance, is certain that Bedlam is more fit for. them, than 
ſuch places of Confinement, as are appointed for men in their 
Wits; and by conſequence *ris pity to be ſo ſevere with ſuch 
Simpletons. But if you will allow them any Mod/cam of Rea- 
{\adn, than I appeal to all the Guides of the Church, whether it be 
not more conſcnant to the Pregepts of our ſoveraign Legiſlator, 
to confute them by his Rules, rather than by ſuch coercive Me- [4 
thods, which his Majeſty judg'd ineffeQtual in his Declaration of | 
Indulgence, March 1672. wo | 
As Truth ſeeks no Corners nor Suborners, and as real Beauty $ 
will-not be beholdea to the artificial Dawbings of a Pencil, ſo the h 
Chriſtian Religion (where profeſſed in its naked ſimplicity) 'ZJ | 
needs no other 'Allurement to beget: Proſelites: than its own j 
lovely. and illuſtrious Features, altogether plain, honeſt, - and ' 
-every way amiable, void ot all Meretriejzous Gawdery, or that [ 
. Majeftical Pomp which p!eaſes only the external Se "4 CES 
"6, T have no Malignity againſt anyPerſon whatſoever, much 
> lefs againſt your Chureh, or any of its Members; all deſire is, 
| *that Scrupulons Conſciences, who trouble not the Peace of the Na- 
| tion,ſhould be dealt withal(at leaſt)as weak Brethrez,according to 
| Row. '14. 1: and not ruin'd by Penalties. for.not .fwallow! 
| 


whats impaſed under the Notion of -Deeexcy and Order, .tho Ec- 
centrick to the Scheme we have of it in Gar only Rule of <0 
- Giz, I intreat you to excpſe this Trouble from a'Stranger, who 
, would fain be convinOd'by ſomething more like Divinity then 
| .Nemgate, where any Meſlagefrom yau ſhallbewellcome to = 


Your : Hamble Servant, | 
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Reverende: Vi it ; 


Vod ſemel atq; iterum Concionatus eras, Typiſy; Se: Ls 
de Dubitanti Conſcientia, quotquor Diverſe ſint ſententie 
circa quoſdam Ritus ac C eremonias, ad utrinſq, pane Rationes Ex. 
aminandas, ſatis publice vocitaverat. 

1 acextibus altjs, in ills re,tibi parebam; non litigandi Cauſa (impax 
enim eſt Congreſſus inter te, tantum virum & me tantillum) ſed ut- 
| hujus modi Litems «dim.endi, ſieuti preceperas, advibeatur occaſi. 
| S: propter tale (duntexat) obſequinm, me penas daturum, neſcio 
| quot quibaſve modis, decretum fuerit; Nungyid novs vincendi yatia, 
. 


fr Paginis inaudita, apud quoſdam Anteſignans exoritur ? | 
Quid de his rebus ſentiendum eſſe videatur ex ſacroCodice as probati: 

Sriptoribus diſquirere propoſui, (te Canttos vacillantes tam acriter 

envitante ) -ex illo Lumine ſemitarum, ex ills Lacerna (Pal. 119, 

105), Rationes aliquot hauſeram adverſus varios ac Mulriplices Ee. 

3 ores, qui in Eccleſiams Irrepſerunt. 

'F -E4 ſold.de. cauſa uſq; ad Carcerem, ubi wihil amabile eft, adaitas 

3 / um. Uirum Iſtiuſmodj Argumenta valuerint ad-veſtre Concicni, 
onabertits probandss ſub TJudice Supremo lis fit. Anve tali modo 
ullus ex dubitintibus in ſpirituale Cogi potuerit, Ovile, Fudex efto. 

; Nihil adverſus Regiam Mejeſtatem, wihil de. Regimine Civili, 
nihil contra ——_— pacem aſſeritur. De Rituum as Ceremoni- 
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 arum avigne, deg, rebus que [pecie veritahis, Erienſi our redhe, 
in dubitantes Objictuntur, fola diſſertatia eſt.” 

Quid ae me Curia decreverit neſcio, Fiat Ye Patris ahig, 

* TUniverſis qui ſalutis humane largitorem ſecundum verbum e jus C olunt 

Pacem inter 121 46 externam in os eternamy; in Futura ſeculo 


Precatur 


Thomas De Laune. ; 


Ve Reſronſom aliquod, quod Theologum decet per dilefttiſimam meam 
Conjugem, «ts ; promifſh iftt Nas; obſecrs. 


Theſe two Letters were. deliver'd tothe Dy, and the Anſwer I receif®d 
tothe firſt, was in effect, That if 1 bad been impriſoned tpon the account of 
anſwering his Book,, be would do me any Kinducfs that became bim : Tothe 
ſecond he ſaid (which hearing no effect of the former ſent him) That he 

| « looks upon himſelf unconcerr*d, ,or to that purpoſe, as,not being mention'd 
*'$'* in the Sheets he law with the Recorder. - To ſatisfie which Doubt, 1 ſent 
(| a printed Sheet, the very figſ of ir, that makes ir undiſputable, viz. that 
* what | amcharg'd with is an Anſwer to his Call. This is publithed {not 
out of any Uiſrceſpett-to that Gentleman, but) to invite him to-give a 
fair Hearing tomy Plea, and ſo to remove thoſe Obſtacles. thar lie in the 
wav, of ſcrupulowConſeiences, in order. to ahappy:lnion./. L with from 
my Heart that the Controverſie-might concludein that bleſſed effect. 


Ids followingLetter ſent tothe Recarder, Sir Thane Jenmer; which 
: bliſh. for no-other end, than that it may bea wmeansto {tir upthe Minds 
YO of fon e-judicious Guides of the Church of England,.to urge mild Argu-' 
= to-deybrin Perſons; for as 1 am nat, vor neyer was nor intended; 
.t6 beconcery'd in any Action to the Biſturbance of. the pub-ljck Peace;. 
101 have been, - an ever iÞall be, -. in wy- mean- Station, a chetty ' 
Wellemither: to the. —_—_ of theſe- Nations under His Majeſty 's 
OUETTIIRERR. 


 jeflioms; withourpuniſhiag rhe Obja##ers, whole (ſuppoſed) of 4 
tor obey CO EIN, Sir, wGyrecible & Juſtice. * 
* If any thing favedone- falls within the Lath DEBS" Laws, flo 
Tuſtitie..- But Lamdatiefy'd Hhave done nathiaghrthbPorat anbelomn 
an botfeſÞ Subject, a Scholar, a Gemleman, and which is worth all, « Clriff5an. 
Icommit the whole matter, with reſpeCt to this Diſpute, to that { 


Le OT >> 


— 


>= ToSir Thomas Jenner, Knight, Recorder of London, 


.* 


SIR; Fen. | 2m 
IN Ou know 1 was committed Priſoner firſt tothe Comprer at vg hoo | 
then to gas by your Warrant, In my Mictimus its faid, 7hat 7 
refuſedi1o give Bail, which isa MiRake ; for being asked by yau, . Wherkdr 

I would give Bail hen? | ſaid, Icould not, it being fo late at nigh; 

when | dad. 10 GPPartunity to ſend to ſuch as would bail me, And being 
ask'r, Whether dd give Bail the next Morning ? | ſaid, I knew not 
whether I could or not, becauſe t was not ecrtain whether ſuch to whom 
I might have made Application would doit, or not. This was nb Sul- 
lenne(s nor Obſtinacy in me, but-what my real Apprehenſions then were, 
Some Friends of mine (free-men of this City) weat afterwards to be my 
Bail, but they were told, you were not at home. They made thereupon 
an Application to Sir W:liam Turner, who referr'd them to you. 0 _ 

; {xiv laid inthe Warrant, That I confeſſtd I mas the Avithor of a Libel, enti- 
twled, A Plea forthe Now-conformiſts, wherein are comann'd things dangerous 
ro the Government, which thus much, and noforther is true ; 1confeſſed 
before you, that Ldeliver*d 2 amen of my own writing to one Fobys 
Hew; with thar Tirle,in order to be printed, and thatif the Privie gee 


with the Afanuſcrips; t would own it—etherwiſe | could nor, |þ | 
miſplacingof o—_ themiſ-printing of aLetter or Syilable, -or ſome 
other Errata's of the Preſs, would alter the Senſe, even to Contradidtipn * 
of what was intended to bediſcuſſed ; which was'notas my Indictment 
words it (in:a form of aggravating Tertts) burin ordero aplain diſ- 
quiſitionof ſuch things asDr. Calamy from Pulpirand'Preſs,inviced Diſs 
ſenters ts inquire ſoy a5-you ny ſee in/his Book; called, +4 Drſbourſe of 
a ſcrupulous Conſciense. There is nothing of matters relating to theciyil 
State in what Iamchiatg?d with; for 1 am not concern with'that : But 
if the Gaides of rbe Charob (as Dr: Calamy calls the benefited men of the . 

Churchof Enpl and) will make publick Challeteedy they ſhould reteiwveaſ- - 


Legiſlator, who is without exception juſt, and who will judge all that arc 


ſubordinate to him. Which is all from, Sir, Tour Seventy SE THER 
F.1N18 -: oo 
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